
P R E S S  R E L E A S E

1821 DIGITAL ARCHIVE

The Research Centre for the Humanities (RCH) (www.rchumanities.gr), on the occasion 
of the bicentenary of the Greek Revolution, is delighted to announce to the Greek and in-
ternational public the opening of the “1821 Digital Archive” research project (1821.digital-
archive.gr). This is an internet platform that for the first time will provide within a single 
digital space an interface for archival material relating to the 1821 Revolution, derived from 
major archives and museums in Greece.

The design of the platform’s capabilities and functionality, the use of search features to en-
able comparison and correlation of documents, the open framework of the project, and the 
networking of institutions and researchers, make it a model project in the field of Digital 
Humanities.

Enriching and expanding the traditional idea of an Archive as a collection of documents, 
the 1821 Digital Archive contains, in addition to archival collections of written and printed 
material, visual material from works of art, maps, everyday objects, and artefacts, and au-
dio material (music and songs). In the 1821 Digital Archive the visitor can:

a) 	 search for material, such as written and printed documents and other archival items, 
works of art, everyday objects, folk songs, books, artifacts, etc.,

b) 	 read academic articles that address new questions and contribute to scholarly re-
search around the 1821 Revolution, with a special emphasis on everyday life during 
the Greek Revolution, 

c) 	 explore digital exhibits, which present various themes relating to the Greek Rev-
olution, giving visual form to information and harnessing new modes of narrating 
the past with digital technology,

d) 	 browse a dynamic map which records traces of the 1821 Revolution found in the 
public domain (e.g. monuments, street names, etc.), and which has been compiled 
by groups of schoolchildren from all over the country.

http://www.rchumanities.gr
http://1821.digitalarchive.gr
http://1821.digitalarchive.gr


The entire site is accessible in Greek and English. This decision reflects the Academic 
Steering Committee’s desire to place the 1821 Revolution within an international research 
framework.

From the first years of the project’s development, it has received broad public support 
through the act4Greece crowdfunding platform of National Bank of Greece. Financial 
support was further enhanced by the “Initiative 1821-2021”, in the frame of which National 
Bank of Greece, in tandem with Greek public-benefit foundations, and other cultural and 
academic institutions, has financed, publicised and promoted programmes and events that 
will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Greek Revolution.

The 1821 Digital Archive is a dynamic, ongoing project, which will not conclude at the end 
of the anniversary year 2021, but will be expanded with new partnerships and continually 
updated with new material. It is also open and accessible to scholars and the general 
public for research, browsing, reading, and gaining a deeper understanding of this period 
of history.

From March to July 2021 it will be on display at the Benaki Museum (Peiraios 138, 
Athens 11854) from where it will host events, discussions, and presentations concerning 
the dialogue between ‘archive’, ‘art’ and ‘technology’ in the production of scholarship.

PROJECT PARTNERS

In bringing this project to fruition, the RCH collaborated with the following  
partner bodies and institutions:

▶	 Athens School of Fine Arts
▶	 Benaki Museum – Historical Archives
▶	 Benaki Museum
▶	� Centre for Modern Greece (CeMoG)  

of the Free University of Berlin  
(Freie Universität Berlin)

▶	 Corfu Reading Society
▶	 Democritus University of Thrace
▶	 General State Archives
▶	� Hellenic Literary & Historical Archive – 

National Bank of Greece Cultural Foundation
▶	� Historical and Ethnological Society of Greece 

– National Historical Museum
▶	� Jordan Centre for the Advanced History  

of Russia (NYU)

▶	 Karolos Koun Art Theatre
▶	 Koventareios Municipal Library of Kozani
▶	 Library of the Hellenic Parliament
▶	� Museum of Ali Pasha and the 

Revolutionary Period (Ioannina)
▶	 National Hellenic Research Foundation
▶	� National Kapodistrian University of Athens
▶	� National Library of Greece
▶	 Peloponnesian Folklore Foundation
▶	� Phoibos Anogeianakis Centre for Greek Music
▶	� PPC S.A. / Historical Collection
▶	� The Captain Vassilis and Carmen 

Constantakopoulos Foundation
▶	 University of Crete
▶	 University of Thessaly



Academic Committee

Anta Dialla, Associate Professor of European History,  
Department of the Theory & History of Art, Athens School of Fine Arts
Dimitris Dimitropoulos, Director of Research in the Section for Neohellenic Research, 
Institute of Historical Research / National Hellenic Research Foundation
Elli Droulia, Director of the Library of the Hellenic Parliament
Thomas W. Gallant, Professor of History, UC University San Diego
Maurizio Isabella, Professor of History, Queen Mary University of London
Giannis Kontaratos, Assistant Professor of Painting,  
Department of Visual Arts, Athens School of Fine Arts
Giannis Kotsonis, Professor of History, Jordan Centre for the Advanced History of Russia,  
New York University (NYU)
Christos Loukos, Emeritus Professor of History,  
Department of History and Archaeology, University of Crete
Mark A. Mazower, Professor of History, Columbia University (New York)
Konstantinos Tsoukalas, Emeritus Professor of Sociology,  
Department of Social Sciences & Public Administration, University of Athens
Konstantina Zanou, Assistant Professor of Italian and Mediterranean History, Italian 
Department, Columbia University, New York

Academic Steering Committee

Academic Project Leader: Anta Dialla, Associate Professor of European History,  
Department of Theory & History of Art, Athens School of Fine Arts
George Kalaouzis, MSc Modern Design Methods, Computer Engineer,  
Department of Architecture & Engineering, University of Thessaly
Ioulia Pentazou, Assistant Professor, Department of Culture & Creative Media & Industries, 
University of Thessaly
Eleni Stambogli, Historian, Publisher
Despoina Valatsou, Dr of History, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens,  
Lecturer in Digital Humanities, Department of Theory & History of Art,  
Athens School of Fine Arts
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The project is technically supported by: 

GRNET - National Infrastructures for Research and Technology
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http://www.nbgfactors.gr/gr/index.html
https://esee.gr/
http://www.pcci.gr/evep/shared/index.jsp?context=101&js=1
http://www.unisystems.gr/

